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PATRAJDAS Contemporary brings the World to Chicago
PATRAJDAS Contemporary, a Chicago-based contemporary art project, will debut at the NEXT
Art Fair April 29, 2010 at the Merchandise Mart, with an international lineup of emerging artists
from Korea, Austria, Australia, Costa Rica, and the US.
From a curatorial perspective, our program includes artworks which communicate separate aspects of human development, and our relationship(s) to nature – both as Masters of it, and participants as biological specimens. As a subset of this, we will have a strong focus on emerging
artists form the Republic of Korea:
Junbum Park is a recent graduate of Kookmin University in Seoul. His work, while ﬁrmly
‘rooted’ in design, also speaks to our transient relationship to nature, to which he’s attempting to
lend some permanence. More HERE
Yeleen Lee studied both in New York and Korea (where she is now teaching), and has exhibited
widely. Her “After the Rain” photography series consists of images that explore the gap between the real and the active, what we can trust vs. what we cannot trust. In fact, she goes even
further by casting doubt on every possible image we perceive. Her brief manifesto reads this
way: “Is the world we live in real? Is it possible that fake, rejected images are really real and our
world is fake? Or is it possible that the two worlds coexist?” More HERE
SangSik Hong’s ﬁgurative works exists in a nebulous intersection of sculpture and painting (he
also creates large-scale installations which read as 3-dimensional paintings) from an unlikely
material: drinking straws. Educated and widely exhibited in Korea, he will make his US debut at NEXT: Contemporary symbolic sculptures & installations built from common drinking
straws. Representations of Power, Sex & Desire executed in a “weak” and basic, yet iconic
material. More HERE
Further emphasizing our International focus, we will also have paintings by Costa Rican artist
Soﬁa Ruiz, whose series: “Asuntos de Familia “(Family Matters) is a profound and satirical
study of individual identity, in large part rooted in her own experience as a child with an amnesia-affected mother. More HERE
Rounding out our international offering, we will feature new prints by Australian
Daniela Turrin. Turrin’s “specimen-plate” illustrations, in the manner of famed biologist Ernst
Haeckel, offer pointed commentary on human cultural-biological development. Are we hardwired with the tools of self-destruction? Is it part of our biological makeup? Or more a learned
behavior (and therefore, one which may be un-learned)? More HERE
Kate MacDowell’s (USA) sculptural ceramics explore the romantic ideal of union with the
natural world, and conﬂicts with our contemporary impact on the environment. These pieces
are in part responses to environmental stressors and borrow from myth, art history, and other
cultural touchstones. In some pieces aspects of the human ﬁgure stand-in for ourselves and act
out sometimes harrowing, sometimes humorous transformations which illustrate our current
relationship with the natural world. More HERE
PATRAJDAS Contemporary celebrates creative excellence in contemporary ﬁne art, objects
and design. We are focused on conceptual, rigorous, innovative, and serious work, and are committed to nurturing the achievements and evolution of emerging, mid-career, and established
contemporary artists in all media. The gallery embraces the artist who challenges conventional
expectation in concept or design yet excels in formality, technical expertise, craftsmanship, and
originality. For more information, or to arrange a personal consultation: www.patrajdas.com.
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Junbum Park

S tu mp St ool
Steel
27.65 h x 19.65 inches dia.
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Yeleen Lee

New York Stock Exchange
Lambda Print
23 x 30 inches
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Sang Sik Hong

Promise
Straws
15.75 x 12 x 6.5 inches
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Sofia Ruiz

Madre Ausente
mixed media
67 x 43 inches
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Daniela Turrin

An Unnatural History 1, 2010
After Ernst Haeckel ( 1834 - 1919)
Digital print on Hahnemuhle Paper, 19 x 13 inches, edition of 5
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Kate MacDowell

Bad Seed II
19 x 7 x 4.5 inches
hand built porcelain, cone 6 glaze
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